Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.119; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.0.
The title compound, C 18 H 20 O 3 , a hemisynthetic product, was obtained by the reaction of benzoyl chloride and p-methoxythymol. The structure comprises two benzene rings bridged by a carboxyl group; the dihedral angle between the rings is 73. 54 (8) .
Related literature
For background to the phytochemical study of Moroccan plants, see: Barrero et al. (2005) ; Zrira et al. (2005) . For background to the medicinal interest in Tetraclinis artculata, from which the title compound was extracted, see: Aitigri et al. (1990) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
The Tetraclinis articulata (Vahl) Masters was collected in the region of Essaouira (Morocco). Wood sawdust was hydro-distilled in a Clevenger-type apparatus for 6 h to produce essential oils in 3% yield. The oil was then extracted by diethylether, dried over Mg 2 SO 4 , and the solvent evaporated. The oil was then subjected to silica gel column chromatography by eluting with hexane-ethyl acetate (98:2). The fifth fraction contained p-methoxythymol as the major compound. The structure of this product was confirmed by reaction with benzoyl chloride (0.74 g, 5.3 mmol) and crude fifth fraction (0.8 g) in a solution of 10% NaOH (50 ml). The mixture was left under agitation at 298 K for 1 h. The resulting crystalline precipitate was filtered and recrystallized from methanol. The air-dried crystal (0.7 g) had a melting point of 259-260 K.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), 0.96 Å (methyl), and 0.98 Å (methine), and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (aromatic, methine) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
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